
CURTAIN CALL

At the age of 16, I had the opportunity to
perform as Otto Frank in a youth
production of The Diary of Anne Frank at
Jackson Community Theatre - a theatre
that, unfortunately, no longer exists. This
production, for a multitude of reasons,
spearheaded my acting career and the
performer and director that I am today. I
learned so much from working on this
production at such a young age and felt
overwhelmed at the amount of emotion I
was able to, not only evoke in myself, but
in the patrons that attended the
production. 
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The Importance of 
"The Diary of Anne Frank"

Submitted by Jared Sparks
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Due to the unprecedented global events with the current COVID-19
crisis, The Little Theatre has made the heartbreaking decision to
cancel the spring drama, "The Diary of Anne Frank." All ticket
purchases have been refunded and we are hopeful that we will be able
to offer the remainder of our season as scheduled. We will share
updates as available. In lieu of our normal show press release,
Director Jared Sparks has offered his thoughts on the show.

Director Jared Sparks



Fast forward to 2020. I am now 25 years old and have accomplished so much in the Northeast Ohio theatre
community. I have now been involved in more than 75 community theatre productions as an actor, director,
stage manager, properties designer, musical director and stage crew and even run a black-box community
theatre alongside my fiancé in Canton, Ohio.
 
So, when Little Theatre of Tuscarawas County put out a call for directors, I jumped at the opportunity. My
fiancé and I have both performed on the Little Theatre stage and I was over-the-moon to be considered to
translate my vision of a production to the Tuscarawas County community. I submitted The Diary of Anne
Frank as one of the productions I would like to direct and crossed my fingers for the next couple of months
that this show was chosen! 
 
I truly believe that the story that Anne Frank has shared with the world is just as relevant in today’s society
as it was back during World War II. It’s no secret that this world has more hate than it knows what to do with.
Therefore, I think it is up to us - the artists - to keep this story alive and NEVER stop telling it. Getting the
opportunity to put this story up on stage for the community to see allows people to realize that hate has no
place in our hearts, our community, our country and the rest of the world. When we stop telling this story, it
means that we have given up on using our voice to speak out against the despicableness and the corruption
happening all around us.
 
Even though the rehearsal process got cut short due to COVID-19, this will absolutely not be an experience
I soon forget. I was blessed beyond belief to be surrounded with a cast and crew that were just as
passionate about telling this story as I was. I came to rehearsal every night with a newfound hope in this
world because of the actors that took that stage. These actors are some of the hardest working and most
incredible human beings in Northeast Ohio. And while COVID-19 locking us all in our own respective
“annexes” is nothing short of ironic, I find myself longing for the day that we all get to create and tell these
stories on stage again soon. 
 
So, thank you to my cast and crew as well as the Little Theatre of Tuscarawas County Board of Trustees for
making this experience absolutely incredible. And thank you to the patrons who had already purchased
tickets for this production. I truly hope we get the chance to present this production to you in the future!

From the Cast

"The Diary of Anne Frank"

It truly broke my heart that this show was canceled. this cast had worked harder
then most I've been with to dig into these characters and learn who they were to
give an accurate representation of this story. I certainly hope we'll get to share this
experience, one day, with you all.  Stay safe!
Brett Voina - Otto Frank

Being in the cast of Anne Frank was definitely an emotional experience. Not only because
Anne Frank's story is so emotional and stirring, and should be shared with everyone, but
also because this talented cast and crew never got a chance to perform it and relay its
important messages with an audience. I also think that it has affected the way I have
looked at the covid-19 quarantine. Being stuck at home is definitely a challenging
experience but nowhere as challenging as what Anne and her family went through.
Kathy Bergstrom - Edith Frank



Director Lisa M. Sommers asks that each person auditioning include 32 bars of the song listed for each
character(s) in which they are interested. If auditioning for more than one character, please send a video
for each one. The audition songs download can be found on the theatre website -
www.thelittletheatreonline.org.
 
Everyone will also be required to send a dance video after viewing an online dance audition song. All roles
are open, with casting including middle school through adult ages. Call backs will be held Wednesday, April
22 from 6-8:30 p.m. They will be both virtual and live. More details will be available to those called back.
“This show has many dance numbers, and the music is challenging, so those who audition must be able to
sing and dance,” Sommers said.
 
Practices will also be held in non-traditional, virtual ways. Face to face practices will not occur until the stay
home order is lifted. “Cast members will need to be flexible. A full rehearsal schedule will be available soon. 
Performance dates will tentatively be set for July 10, 11, 12, 17, 18, 19, 24, 25 and 26. Evening show times
are at 7:30 p.m., with Sunday matinees beginning at 2:30 p.m. Sommers will be assisted by Pat Potter and
music director Micah Carrick
 
Audition videos should be sent to slpsommers@roadrunner.com. An email acknowledgment that the video
was received and can be opened, audition form and dance video will be sent within 24 hours. Questions
should be messaged to 330-340-4055 or emailed to the director. Please, do not go to The Little Theatre for
auditions. All auditions are being held virtually.

Written by Lee Elliott

Audition Notice
"The Little Mermaid"

The Little Theatre of Tuscarawas County will hold auditions
for it summer musical, “The Little Mermaid” as scheduled, but
in order to comply with Ohio’s current stay at home orders, all
auditions must be submitted by video. All auditions must be
completed via video submission, and will be accepted
through April 19 at 9 p.m. Those auditioning are highly
encouraged to submit videos as early as possible, as no
videos will be accepted after the deadline. Once the video is
received, a confirmation email that includes an audition form
to be filled out will be sent within 24 hours.

2020 Children's 
Workshop

Registration for our 2020 Children's Workshop is
currently on hold. We are not accepting
registrations until we are certain that the Workshop
will be able to move forward following the COVID-
19 pandemic situation. We will publicize the
workshop as soon as possible. Thank you for your
understanding, and we hope we will be able to host
our Workshop again this year. 

The 2020 Community Caring Variety Show has
been postponed at this time. The community
voted and has chosen the Tuscarawas County
Dog Pound as the beneficiary of this year's
Variety Show. "We are very hopeful that we will be
able to reschedule the show for another date this
year. This is a fun event for all ages, and we want
to be able to support the Tuscarawas County Dog
Pound," stated Technical Director Kettie Kneuss.

2020 Variety Show



The Uninvited
Directed by Elizabeth Lawson Holmes

Auditions – June 30th & July 1st
August 15, 16, 17, 18, 22, 23, 24 & 25  

 
Baskerville: A Sherlock Holmes Mystery

Directed by Don Irven
Auditions - August 18th & 19th

October 4, 5, 6,11, 12, 13, 18, 19 & 20
 

Junie B. in Jingle Bells, Batman Smells
Directed by Kathy Blair-Bergstrom

Auditions – September 21st & 22nd
December 5, 6, 7, 8, 12, 13, 14, 15

 
Legally Blonde: The Musical

Directed by Bart Herman
Auditions - November 24th & 25th

February 7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 21, 22 & 23

2019-2020 Calendar of Events

PO Box 53
New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663

POSTPONED
Community Caring Variety Show

Directed by Kait Gallagher-Wilsterman
March 14 - 7:00pm

 
CANCELED - The Diary of Anne Frank

Directed by Jared Sparks 
Auditions - February 17th & 18th

April 17, 18, 19, 24, 25, 26 and May 1, 2, 3
 

Disney's The Little Mermaid
Directed by Lisa Sommers

Auditions - April 18th & 19th
July 10, 11, 12, 17, 18, 19, 24, 25, 26

 
Almost, Maine

Directed by Melanie Slabaugh Clay
Auditions - July 12th & 13th

August 20, 21, 22, 23, 27, 28, 29 & 30

Tickets for our remaining shows for the 2019-2020 Season can be
purchased online at www.TheLittleTheatreOnline.org.


